Leviticus

Leviticus 8-10

Leviticus 8-10 narrates Moses’ faithful execution of the LORD’s commands in Exodus 29:1-37; and the ordination of priests (Exodus 40:12-16) and the commencement of the sacrifice ritual (Exodus 40:29) are also expanded.

This narrated section consists of three stages. After the consecration of the priests is described (8:1-36), the inauguration of the divine service (9:1-24) is depicted, and that is followed by the sacrilege of Nadab and Abihu and their ensuing death (10:1-20)

Leviticus 8

1. This outline illustrates the structure of the rite of ordination.

Preparation of Material and Persons for Ordination (1-5)

Anointing of Sanctuary and High Priest (6-13)

Sacrificial Service (14-29)

Anointing of Priests and Vestments (30)

Continuation of Rite for One Week (31-36)

What is highlighted? Why?

2. In Leviticus 1-7, the LORD spoke and directed how His people were brought into fellowship and were to remain in fellowship with Him. How is the emphasis on the LORD’s gracious action maintained in this section devoted to the ordination of the priests?

3. Also present in the rite of ordination is a complex series of interchanges (“take” [2,10,15,16,23,25,26,28,29,30] and “give” [7a,7b,8,15,23,24,27]). What is emphasized about the nature of the office of the priest by these exchanges?

Ritual Agents

4. Four agents participate in the ordination of the priests. After identifying them, describe the purpose for their participation in the rite of ordination.

· In the ordination of pastors in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, who are the participants in the ordination? In the installation?

Ritual Animals and Vestments

5. “And the both of them were nude, the man and his wife, but they were not ashamed” (Genesis 2:25). Thus man stood in the presence of the LORD prior to the rebellion against His Word. “And the LORD God made for Adam and his wife garments of skin and clothed them” (Genesis 3:21). Considering those passages, what role do vestments play in the service of the priests? What are the various garments dedicated for priestly service?

· Are the ministers of the Gospel commanded by divine mandate to wear special vestments? Is the Church commanded by the Lord Jesus to adorn the altar with unique ornamentation? What meaning, then, do we ascribe to the vestments and paraments? What are the various vestments worn by the pastors and the paraments adorning the furniture of the building?

6. Animals and food assumed a significant role in the ordination of the priests. What animals were sacrificed for the ordinations? What food was consumed in the ordination? What was signified by their usage?

· No animals are sacrificed for the ordination of the ministers of the Gospel, and no meal has been divinely mandated for the rite. Why has that changed?

Ritual Location

7. At the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, the priests were set apart by physical means for their service. Why would their ordination have occurred there?

· A candidate for the Public Ministry, having been called to serve the Lord of the Church, may decide the location of his ordination. Some men opt for an ordination in the congregations that raised them; others choose to be ordained in the congregations that they will serve. What should be considered in this matter?

Ritual Time

8. Though the reason for the time allotted to this ritual is not explicitly stated, why might the act have encompassed seven days?

Ritual Enactment

9. In the Divine Service kneeling signifies humility, standing denotes honor, bowing the head indicates reverence. What actions were performed for and on the priests, and what did they mean?

Ritual Function

10. Though examining each act, each animal, each vestment, and each location certainly unfolds their purposes, standing back provides the broad perspective on the rite of ordination and its meaning. What was been done to Aaron and his sons?

· Liturgy for us overflows with symbolism. Discuss some of the symbolism of the rites used in the services at Trinity. What forces act, unintentionally or intentionally, upon us, affecting the meaning of the symbols?

The Word for Us

As we have studied the rites and sacrifices, we have carefully avoided understanding the levitical rites as simply ancient cultic actions, with a meaning anchored only for that day. In the New Testament, the intention of those rites has been revealed. Read Hebrews 10:1 and John 1:14-18.

A. Rather than attempting vainly to locate through genetic detection the descendants of Aaron, to whom do we look for service as our Priest? See Hebrews 2:17; 4:14-15; 9:7,11. Besides naming Him priest, He is also called __________ (Hebrews 7:25) and __________ (I Timothy 2:5). For whom does He intercede and mediate? Consider I John 2:1-2. 

B. Aaron and his sons were ordained in the presence of the assembly of Israel. Jesus also received His Office with public recognition. How was He anointed? Consider John 1:29-34 and Matthew 3:13-17. How was He consecrated? Read John 17:19.

C. Aaron and his descendants ministered at the Tabernacle and Temple. Where does Jesus minister? Read Hebrews 8:1-2; 9:11-12,23-24.

D. The Aaronic priesthood was established by divine command; so why is Jesus’ priesthood superior? Read Hebrews 3:1-6; 7:26-28; 9:13-14; and I Peter 1:2.

E. With a variety of rites Aaron and his sons were consecrated for divine service; what empowered those rites? With what does Jesus consecrate? Read John 17:17-19 and Hebrews 10:11-14.

F. At the foot of Mount Sinai, who was declared to be priests? See Exodus 19:5-6. By Jesus’ word, who is consecrated as priest? Read I Peter 2:5-9. Through what means does the word consecrate us as priests? Refer to Ephesians 5:26; II Corinthians 1:21-22; and Titus 3:5-8.

G. Since they were consecrated in the presence of the LORD, Aaron and his sons received the holiness of the LORD. Whose holiness does the priesthood of all the baptized possess? Read I Corinthians 1:30 and Revelation 3:12.

H. Certain garments designated the priests for their service at the Tabernacle. What vestments are worn by Christ’s priests? Consider Galatians 3:27 and Revelation 3:5; 7:14.

I. Israel always lived in the presence of the LORD, encircling the Tabernacle with their tents. As priests of the living God, where do we stand? Read Revelation 7:15-17.

J. For Israel the blood of animals was the means of access. What gives us access to stand in the presence of the LORD? Read Romans 5:2; Ephesians 2:18; Hebrews 4:16-17; 10:19-22.

K. The priests and the people offered a variety of sacrifices. What is offered by the baptized priests of the Church? Read Romans 12:1-2; Hebrews 13:15-16; and 1 Peter 2:5.

L. The priests were the mediators and intercessors for the people of Israel. For whom do we intercede? Consider I Timothy 2:1-2 and Matthew 5:14-16.

Leviticus 9

Ritual Agents

1. As we have in previous sections, we first identify the agents. Who are the four agents in the divine service, and what is the role of each?

2. Though the congregation of Israel had assembled before the Lord on the first day of the consecration of Aaron and his sons (8:3), at the divine service another aspect of the life of the congregation has been noted in 9:5. Read several of the passages in each category and then name the individuals and their posture:

Category 1) I Kings 1:28; Genesis 41:46; I Samuel 16:21; I Kings 1:2

Category 2) Deuteronomy 8; II Chronicles 29:11

Category 3) I Kings 17:1; 18:15; II Kings 3:14; 5:16

What will the divine service have declared about Israel?

3. Whereas Moses normally had fulfilled God’s commands, here Aaron executed the commands that Moses gave to him. What does that signify?

4. The preeminent Actor of the divine service is __________. How does 9:6 highlight this, and also provide the orientation for the entire Old Testament?

Ritual Material

5. The calf was offered for Aaron’s __________. The ram was offered for his __________. A ram was required because Aaron was the __________ of the LORD’s __________.

Ritual Location

6. “A place for everything and everything in its place” (Isabella Mary Beeton, The Book of Household Management [1861]). For the divine service three particular places serve as the loci. Name each and the significance of each location. Courtyard: the Lord’s people. Altar: focal point as station for their vocation. Tent of Meeting: daily entrance of high priest for burning of incense on altar

Ritual Time

7. For some, a “next day” signals wistful optimism: “Tomorrow will be a new day” (Cervantes in Don Quixote). Why does the inauguration of the divine service on the 8th day describe an incarnated hope? 

Ritual Enactment

8. The chief part of the service proceeded in three stages.

a. In the stead and by the command of Moses Aaron approached the altar. What office has now assumed the place of intercessor? Rite vocatus; to perform divine service

b. As the high priest, Aaron _______________ the animals; from what would this free him? As high priest, he also communicates a blessing. Though this specific blessing was not recorded, from other passages, we may surmise the general content:

· Psalm 118:26 people as recipient of God’s blessing
· Psalm 135:19-21 proclaimed God as giver of blessing
· Psalm 115:14-15; 128:5-6 pronounced blessing
c. In the last stage Aaron entered the Tent of Meeting. Again, particulars are not related, but from other passages we may infer what occurred. Read Exodus 28:29,30,35; Numbers 7:89. What precedent had his entrance set? For the daily rite – he entered to bring the blessing of God to the people.

9. Prior to that last stage the congregation of Israel had been standing before the Lord. What moved the people to fall on their faces?

Ritual Theological Function

10. Prior to this singular revelation of His unveiled Presence, how had the people seen the Lord among them? Review Exodus 24:24:15-18; 40:34-38. What would His appearance at that juncture of the service have indicated? The Lord’s acceptance of the service. Let’s connect this with an earlier element of the Tabernacle rites. Sacrifices were presented to the Lord on what fixture? Since _______________ must not die out (6:13), we may conclude that the manner of the Lord’s Presence among His people would be signified by __________.

11. Since the Tent of Meeting was the Residence of the Lord among His people, what was the necessity of Aaron atoning for himself and the people? Cleansed of impurity and readied for theophany
12. The second blessing occupied the position of what later was spoken by Aaron, the Aaronic benediction (Numbers 6:22-27); this second benediction is connected with the theophany because it occurred after the entrance into the Tent of Meeting. What meaning did the benediction give to the theophany? See also Exodus 20:24. The benediction announced the theophany and interpreted it as God’s gracious act of benediction. The first blessing from the altar was connected to the regular offering of the peace offering.

Fulfillment by Christ

A. John 1:1-14-18 and Hebrews 1:1-4 may be traced back to Leviticus 9:6. Why could Leviticus 9:6 serve as the theme verse for the entire Bible?

B. Leviticus 9 recorded Aaron’s first service; but Hebrews has informed us that Aaron was a shadow of the better One to come. How was Jesus revealed as the consummate priest? Read Hebrews 2:10 5:9; 7:25-28.

C. Aaron’s office gave to the congregation of Israel access to the Lord. What has Christ performed so that we could be involved in the service of God? Read Hebrews 9:9-10; 10:1. The author to the Hebrews concluded that __________ is the __________ and __________ of __________ (Hebrews 12:2).

D. Each sacrifice and every action described in Leviticus anticipated the ministry of Jesus. For the next questions, consider Colossians 1:25-27; 2:9-10; and Matthew 18:20. How is Jesus the new place of worship in Spirit and truth? How is the Glory revealed to the saints?  

E. Since the atonement for sin has been made once for all, for what do we approach God? Read Hebrews 4:16 and Philippians 4:6. With what attitude do we approach Him? Read Hebrews 10:19-22.

F. The incarnated particularities of the old covenant have given way to the flesh of Jesus, yet the language of the old may still be used. This occurs in Hebrews 12:22-24; who participates in the divine liturgy of the new covenant?

G. Not without purpose do the services of today’s Church repeat on a weekly basis the blessings of the Scriptures. When the Church hears the Aaronic benediction, what blessing rests on you? 

H. Returning to Leviticus 9 once more we ask: what posture did the people assume before the Tent of Meeting? According to Revelation 7:15, what might we conclude about the posture God’s people will have in the new creation?

Leviticus 10

Ritual Agents

1. Who were two of the sons of Aaron that had been consecrated in the rites of Leviticus 8? What was the failure of Nadab and Abihu?

2. In contrast to his sons, how is Aaron portrayed?

3. What was Moses’ role in this event, especially in regard to Eleazar and Ithamar, the two remaining sons of Aaron?

4. Beside those of the Aaronic priesthood, what other priesthood is mentioned by naming Mishael and Elzaphan? What responsibility was given to them not performed by Aaron and his family?

5. That __________ brought __________ to those who faithfully performed the divine service, but it also __________ the priests who did not _______________.

Ritual Material and Objects

6. Each of the offerings and for all of the instruments and accouterments involved in the Divine Service the Lord had defined with a particular purpose. Proceeding from that basis, why was the fire “unauthorized”? Then what would have been “authorized” fire?

7. Moses was angered when he discovered that the goat of the sin offering had been burned. If the letter of the law had been kept, what would have happened to the meat? Why had Aaron erred on the side of caution?

8. Two other items were also forbidden in the sanctuary? Why?

Ritual Location

9. Besides the already noted common fire, the consumption of alcohol, and the corpses, what else was not permitted in that ritual location of the sanctuary?

10. Sacrilege: the _______________ of _______________ into the _______________ and the _______________ of _______________ into the _______________.

Ritual Enactment

11. Though the consecrated persons had performed a permissible rite at the appropriate time and in the designated location, what had gone awry?

12. The performance of any __________ or even _______________ was an act of __________ that endangered the lives of the __________ who __________ God’s __________.

Ritual Theological Function

13. At the inaugural Divine Service, the Lord had appeared; at that time, what had His Presence brought? In this instance, His Presence brought death. What kind of God was dwelling in the midst of Israel?

14. How was Israel protected from the holiness of the Lord? What removed protection from Israel?

15. __________ not only teaches __________ how to conduct the _______________ in a sacred way, but it also __________ the __________ liturgically, so that they would benefit from God’s interaction with them in the divine service.

Fulfillment by Christ

A. As we consider the regular divine service at Trinity, we probably do not pattern our thoughts after the tabernacle services – chiefly because the shadows that the law prescribed have been fulfilled in Christ. However, some continuity remains. The Lord is holy. What two effects may God’s presence have? Read John 3:36.

B. The first generation of the participants in the New Testament recognized the Lord’s holiness. How did they admonish fellow believers? Read Hebrews 2:1-4; 6:4-6; 10:26-31. What happened to some who desecrated the holy? Read I Corinthians 11:27-32.

C. Therefore, why should we understand that our communion in the service still remains a matter of life and death? Read Hebrews 12:23, 28-29.

D. Though our sacrifices have been tainted and the service of our lives at times offered slovenly, how has our sin of desecration been removed? Read John 1:29; I Peter 2:4-5 (Isaiah 52:13-53:12). Therefore how may we approach God? Read Romans 5:1-2.

E. The ministers of the Gospel are not a new priesthood, standing as mediators for the laity; for the purposes of atonement, pastors do not bear the sins of the people. Yet, some characteristics of pastors resemble those of the priests:

· I Corinthians 4:1-5

· I Timothy 3:3

· Luke 12:41-48

· Matthew 7:6

· I Corinthians 6:9-11

· Mark 7:17-23

· Hebrews 13:7

F. But all people must:

· Matthew 6:9

· Hebrews 12:14

· James 1:21

· Ephesians 5:18 (I Thessalonians 5:6,8)
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